
Homily for the fifth Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Sometime in 1985 three distinguished persons appeared on Canadian television to discuss the future of the human race. 

Those three who served on the panel were Jean Vanier, a Roman Catholic layman, author, and founder of L’arch, a 

community for the disabled; Jacques Monod, a French scientist and atheist; and a Roman Catholic nun, Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta. 

In the animated discussion the two men dominated. Mother Teresa sat with her eyes closed and her hands folded in 

prayer, deep in prayer. On being asked by the host of the show if she had anything to say, she replied, “Yes, I believe in 

love and compassion” and returned to her prayers.  The atheist Monod was momentarily stunned. As he was leaving the 

studio, he was overheard saying, “If I saw much more of that woman I should be in bad trouble.” 

Although she spoke few words, her mere presence and the holiness of her life of selfless service to the poor was nearly 

enough to bring an unbeliever to the Catholic faith. 

When Saint Paul, the great missionary to the gentiles, went to Athens he gave a learned speech to the philosophers 

there, but, sadly, made few converts. By his own admission he failed miserably.  

But he had learned a lesson. 

When he went to Corinth, he decided to claim to know one thing: Jesus Christ and him crucified. He came speaking in 

simplicity. His message was enough to move the heart of his listeners. Consider: 

“When I came to you, brothers, proclaiming the mystery of God, I did not come with sublimity of wisdom. For I resolved 

to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified” (I Cor. 2: 1-2) 

As biblical scholar William Barclay observes, “For most people the way to the recesses of a man’s inmost being, lies not 

through his mind but through his heart”. 

The word of the cross is the fundamental core of Paul’s teaching. Why? It is because the cross reveals the power and 

wisdom of God which is different from human power and human wisdom. The crucified one shows us who God is---- a 

love that went so far to save us. 

The Holy Spirit brought to faith those who heard Paul’s words. It is the “power of God” that explains how people came 

to believe. 

One of the great Catholics evangelists of the last century was Bishop Fulton Sheen. By reputation, he was known as the 

“convert maker”. In an audience with the then Pontiff, Pope Pius XII, Sheen was asked how many converts he had made 

in his life. He answered, “Your Holiness, I have never counted them. I am always afraid that if I did count them, I might 

think that I made them instead of the Lord”. 

Saint Paul said something quite similar: 

“….my message and my proclamation were not with persuasive [words of] wisdom, but with a demonstration of spirit 

and power, so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom but on the power of God” (I Cor. 2:3-5). 

The late Billy Graham, a Baptist Christian, was arguably one of America’s finest and successful evangelists. Nevertheless, 

he was often mocked by the so-called intellectuals in our major universities for his simplistic message. But Graham’s 

simple message was preached to simple people who appreciated his common touch. 

Bear in mind that Saint Paul’s audience consisted of manual laborers, slaves, small shop merchants and dockworkers. 

The message of the cross resonated with them. Converts were high in number.  

The Holy Spirit, the Power of God, acted through the likes of Saint Paul, Mother Teresa, Fulton Sheen and Billy Graham. 

If you are blessed with a simple faith and live the gospel daily, you will be a successful witness of the faith and an 

effective evangelist. 

That is all the Lord requires of us. 


